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LECTURESON THE DIAG NOSIS AND TREAT- 
MENT OF DISEASES OF THE LUNGS, 
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LECTURE XII.—( Continued. ) 
PHTHISIS—PROGNOSIS, 

Tue prognosis of phthisis is unfortunately 
quite clear in the large majority of cases: and 
when the disease is established, it is re- 
carded as almost necessarily fatal. This 
prognosis must, however, be taken with some 
reservation, as the disease is in its nature es- 
sentially different in different stages, and can- 
not be said to be unavoidably fatal except when 
the disorganization of the lungs is much ad- 
vanced, and the tuberculous degeneration of the 
whole economy is carried to a very high de- 
gree. In the earlier stages the disorder may 
terminate in recovery; and there is no doubt 
that it not unfrequently gets well, even when 


the local sign of the disorder, the deposit of 


tubercles themselves, is actually formed. But 
these are not the most frequent cases; for be- 
fore any actual deposit of tubercle can take 
place, a very extensive alteration of the whole 
fluids has in all probability occurred, and the 
deterioration will be found to have reached that 
point which renders recovery rare, if not im- 
practicable. 

Although in many cases of phthisis the pos- 
sibility of recovery is now generally admitted, 
this result is by no means probable, except 
When a number of favourable circumstances 
coneur; for, as the 
the most part very slow, but at the same time 


causes of phthisis are for 


very powerful in their action, the disease can- 
not in many instances be materially influenced 
by remedies, It is therefore unfortunately true, 
that even when we foresee that the disease is 


approaching, or distinguish the first steps of 


the tuberculous formation, it cannot always be 
arrested,—but there are other cases in which 
the result is happily much more favourable. 


I; 


a order to distinguish these cases, we must 


vat in mind the circumstances alre ady men- | 


tioned as complicating the progress of phthisis, 
or influencing its development, Of these the 
Whore No. 143. 26 


most important are a strong sadiiaaited to 
| phthisis, whether hereditary or acquired, and 
| an exposure to circumstances known to favour 
Individuals 
who present this constitutional tendency are 


the development of the disease, 


those who offer the well-known signs of the 
scrofulous constitution known by the peculiar 
colour of the skin, and have especially the very 
dark or the light rosy complexion; when the 
disease is hereditary, the dark complexion is 
perhaps more frequent than the light, and the 
skin generally a dusky, earthy tint, or a dirty 
aspect, which is often almost peculiar to this 
disease. It is not always the case that those 
persons are thin and feeble,—some of them are 
stout and muscular, but feebleness of body in- 
creases the tendency to the tuberculous deve- 
lopment, and we may make the same remark 
with still greater force of the fat, pale, tallow- 
like complexion of some individuals, especially 
women, who possess an hereditary tendency to 
phthisis ; the latter class of patients generally 
offer an enlarged, fatty state of the liver, and 
the prognosis in this case becomes very unfa- 
vourable. 

If exposure to the causes favouring tu- 
berculous development cannot be prevented, 
the influence of them must be obvious enough, 
and will greatly increase the probability of an 
unfavourable issue. In all cases, therefore, 
in which any direct evidence of tuberculous 
deposit is conjoined with the hereditary ten- 
dency, or strongly disposing causes, the dis- 
ease is most intractable; this accounts In a 
oreat measure for the more frequently fatal ter- 
mination of phthisis in the crowded and im- 
pure wards of an hospital, If there be no lo- 
cal signs whatever, but merely that constitu- 
tional deterioration which, unless arrested, is 
sure to end in phthisis, our prognosis is differ- 
ent; these indeed are scarcely to be consi- 
dered as true cases of consumption; they 
are so only in embryo, and may be often ar- 
rested by change of residence or other means. 

The mode of development, and the early 
symptoms of phthisis, have also a considerable 
| influence upon its termination. Some cases 
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are unfavourable from the beginning, not merely 
from the strongly marked general symptoms, 
but because the local symptoms are known by 
experience to coincide with intractable forms 
of the disorder, The signs which may be 
regarded as impressing a favourable charac- 
ter upon the disease, are hemoptysis, if occur- 
ring from time to time after exertion, and very 
moderate, and local inflammation of the lungs 
before tuberculous matter is deposited in any 
large quantity. Hemoptysis, if extremely 
abundant, is not favourable, unless the patient 
should get perfectly well without irritative 
fever or further symptoms of tubercles, it then 
seems to relieve the lungs, and the disease is 
in general milder, and not unfrequently abates 
at an early period. But there is another form 
of hemoptysis which often occurs long before 
the disease seems to be concentrated upon the 
lungs, and is perhaps rather referrible to a 
peculiar condition of the whole capillary sys- 
tem, than to any local mischief, this renders 
the prognosis much less favourable; it is 
the spitting of blood, which often continues 
for years, a mouthful or two at a time after 
coughing or very slight efforts, and is hardly 
noticed by the patient, It is most frequent in 
young women, and in those who offer a strong 
constitutional tendency to phthisis. 


The local inflammation of the serous mem- 
branes, or of the serous tissue ofthe lungs, is a 
favourable sign, because the action which gives 
rise to the disease is here a positive,tangible one; 
and if we succeed in changing it, or modifying 
its progress before tubercles are formed, the 
disorder may be arrested much more easily 
than in the more constitutional cases. If the 
tuberculous matter be actually formed, but li- 
mited to small portions of the lung, the prog- 


extent,—that is, the disease will be slow, and 
in a few cases will terminate happily, notwith- 
standing a cavity is formed, 

The least favourable local signs are those 
observed when the disease begins in a slow, 
insidious manner, by the trachea or larynx, 
which does not always call attention to the 
lungs, and the tuberculous degeneration pro- 
ceeds in an unsuspected form, Not that chro- 
nic laryngitis is of itself necessarily fatal, but 
it certainly promotes the formation of tubercles; 
and when this point is once reached, the dis- 


DISEASES OF THE LUNGS. 





= ———————— 
ease generally assumes a severe and unm. 
nageable character. In these cases, too, the 
tubercles are often scattered widely through 
the lungs, and of course are of more mischief 
than if they are limited to a small space at the 
summit. 

‘T'he prognosis of phthisis must be taken ina 
more extended sense than that of its ultima 
termination: we have to decide in many cases 
whether the disease is to terminate speedily 
or slowly in death or recovery, this invest 
gation leads us to the study of the varieties of 
phthisis in relation to its character, 


Duration of Phthisis—Although consump 
tion of the lungs is, in the large majority of 
cases, a chronic disease, it is from time 
time met with in an acute form; thatis, it 
may prove fatal in a period of less than three 
This depends upon the rapid form 
tion of gray granulations, or tuberculous in. 
filtration in a large portion of the lungs, The 
disease is then attended with much fever, and 
the general tuberculous signs, as already mer 
tioned, are extremely developed. In many 
instances, death does not take place so much 
from the pulmonary disorder, as from the co 
incident inflammations, or tuberculous depos: 
tion in other organs, especially in the serous 
membranes of the brain. But phthisis may 
become acute, when it begins in the ordinary 
chronic form, and the change is then rendered 
apparent by the rapid increase and severe chi 
racter of the fever and sweats, Hence, although 
we know that the usual course of ordinary 
phthisis is slow, it is always possible that the 
type may change, and the termination may 
be hurried much more rapidly than asval 


months, 


Our prognosis in acute cases is directly ct 


' | pendent upon the diagnosis; for if we once 
nosis may still remain favourable to a certain | 


cognise the disease as of the acute form, ¥ 
ean confidently state that its course will be 
probably a short and a fatal one. The du® 
tion of the ordinary variety of phthisis hes 
been estimated by Dr, Louis to be abou 
eighteen months; this is, perhaps, sufficiently 
near the truth,—but a large proportion of cas 
in hospital practice terminate in less than that 
period; in private practice the course of the 
disease is delayed so much by treatment, the! 
the average duration of all cases, except 
acute, is probably two years, The du* 
tion of consumption is greatly influenced 
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age: the disease is often acute in the young— 
rarely SO in those more advanced in life; the 
female sex has a similar influence with child- 
hood, so that the most frequent cases of acute 
phthisis are to be met with in young girls, a 
little after the age of puberty. 


~ BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE. 
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Rampies IN Eorope, in 1839. With sketches 
of Prominent Surgeons, Physicians, Medical 
Schools, Hospitals, Literary Personages, Scene- 
ry, &c, By Wittiam Gipson, M. D,, Pro- 
fessor of Surgery in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, &c, Philadelphia, Lea & Blanch- 
ard, 1841. 

Tuis very agreeable volume is an ampli- 
fication of the lively sketches of European me- 
dical celebrities, which Professor Gibson pub- 
lished in the shape of introductory lectures in 
the third volume of this journal. 

In the style of these lectures, he has added 
to his account of the distinguished medical 
men of Paris and London, notices of the most 
remarkable professional persons whom he en- 
countered in a tour through Great Britain and 
ireland, and at the meeting of the Provincial 
Medical and Surgical Association at Liverpool, 
Incorporated also with the Rambles, are occa- 
sional spirited descriptions of scenery, and 
other objects of general interest to the tourist, 
with here and there an allusion to some of the 























many personages of literary note to whom the | 


author had access. ‘The work is an extremely 
pleasant one—the style animated and flowing, 
the personal sketches, of which the volume is 
chiefly made up, graphic, and to the life. The 
latter are done in the most kindly spirit, alto- 
gether rose-coloured—perhaps, in truth, there 
is hardly enough of acid in the book to give it 
a palatable tartuess. 

As a sample of Dr. Gibson’s rare powers as 
a limner, indeed, as one of the most capital 
off hand sketches that we have ever read, we 
extract his notice of Sir Philip Crampton, the 
great gun of the Dublin profession. 


I have spoken, repeatedly, of the leading 
surgeons and physicians of Dublin, without 
making allusion to an individual, not to know 
Whom would be ‘to argue one’s self unknown.” 
Need I mention Sir Philip Crampton—better 
recognized, perhaps, under the expressive ap- 
pellation of the * Surgeon-Genera/!"? From 
all quarters, I had heard of his high reputation 
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and enviable fame, and was not, therefore, sur- 
prised, upon reaching Dublin, at the constant 
exclamation, ** You have seen, of course, our 
Napoleon of surgery.”’ It may well be ima- 
gined | should have lost no time in forming the 
acquaintance of a man, by common consent, 
thus signalized, even if not attracted by fami- 
liarity with his writings. Unqualified praise 
is too apt, we all know, to lead to disappoint- 
ment, and, from possibility of such result, I 
confess I approached Sir Philip’s mansion, in 
Merion Square, with mingled feelings of plea- 
sure and apprehension. Fortunately there was 
no disappointment; for, before reaching the 
door, | saw a tall, fine-looking man, come out 
with the apparent intention of springing at once 
into hiscab and of driving off, but who loitered 
an instant, as I drew near, and seemed, by an 
intuitive glance, to understand I was seeking 
him. I had scarcely time to tell my name be- 
fore he directed the servant, by a sign, to put 
| the carriage away, and the next moment, with 
gracious pressure of the hand, led me into the 
‘house—where I remained two hours, buried 
among books and instruments, reclining upon 
old-fashioned chairs and sofas of the most com- 
'fortable and luxurious kind, or pacing the room, 
listening to one continued strain of the most 
lively and agreeable declamation on all sub- 
jects, but, chiefly, surgical ; examining curious- 
ly-contrived and ingenious instruments; an. 
_swering questions in relation to the Marchioness 
W...... + ¥—whom he had known and at- 
tended as the Lady of the Lord Lieutenant— 
and other distinguished Americans; with re- 
plies and anecdotes of some of the characters 
mentioned, strikingly illustrative of their pecu- 
liarities, strong points, and appearance, dwell- 
ing upon favourable traits and cautiously avoid- 
ing, in every instance, censure and illiberality, 








in particular I was mach amused at the ac- 
‘count of his first meeting with Washington 
Irving. Being the intimate friend of ‘om 
Moore, he had called, whilst on a visit to Lon- 
‘don, at his lodgings, to see him, and was told 
‘at the door, by an old female domestic, that 
Mr. Moore was at home, but would seeno one 
except Mr. Washington Irving, when Sir 
Philip instantly exclaimed, **Oh, I’m Wash- 
‘ington Irving,’? and immediately rushed by, 
|hotly pursued by the old woman, who seized 
the tail of his coat and loudly cried out, ** No, 
Sir, no, Sir, you are not Mr. Irving, come down, 
sir, come down, sir, you can’t go up stairs,” 
while Sir Philip, making desperate efforts to 
escape, and fearful of his coat being torn, re- 
| plied, let me go, let me go, my good woman, 
I tell you 1 am Washington Irving,’’ when, in 
the midst of all the hubbub, who but the real 
Simon Pure should appear—hearing his name 
repeatedly vociferated—at the head of the stairs, 
exclaiming, at the same time, ** You are Mr. 
Washington Irving, are you, the deuce you are, 
and so am 1.’ ** Never,” said Sir Philip, “in 





my life did I feel half so mortified, being com- 
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pletely caught in my own trap, for Irving had 
been sitting, for some time, in Moore’s room, 
talking to him as he lay in bed, and nothing 
but my friend’s recognition of my voice re- 
lieved my embarrassment, by his crying out, 
‘Come in Crampton, come in, I'll introduce 
you to Irving.” 

Several times I rose to take leave of Sir 
Philip, thinking I should interfere with pro- 
fessional calls; but he always said, * Sit still, 
sit still, Il] tell you when I must go; for 1 
don’t always get a chance of chatting with a 
foreign surgeon; and yet, after all, I don’t 
know that I ought to call you a foreigner, 
when your people have so much English, Irish, 
and Scotch blood in their veins, and so much 
of our own cleverness about them.”’ After a 
while he rose and said, ** Come, I never knew 
any American but was fond of horses and dogs, 


, ——_— 
and let me know if I can say of you E quis 
canibusque gaudet;’ here Dash, here yoy yj. 
lain, show yourself. John, look at the byl). 
terrier under that colt’s heels; I would po 
have him hurt for fifty guineas ; not such a py» 
in Dublin, sir. Now tell me what you think 
of Dash; have you such a setter in your coup. 
try? Afraid of nothing, no brier can toge) 
him, staunch as a rock, ‘There, again, look 
at that black slut; is she not a beauty ? shoyld 
like to see her match. But before we £0 to 
the house, you must feel the weight of that byl 
pup, not heavier, you see, than a large rat, anj 
as active as a weasel; I never saw one befor: 
with white ground, so dotted with such pecu: 
liar dark spots. Now, John, bring round the 
cab; sorry I must leave you, my dear sir, by: 
the Lord Lieutenant is il}, and will be expect. 
ing me by this time. Come and dine with me 





go out and look at mine.”’ Accordingly his 
man John—an active, sprightly little Irish 
groom, who, from the stir and bustle he made, 
and respectful attention to every gesture of his 
master, looked as if he would have, willingly, 
broken his neck for him, any moment—was 
summoned, and with the quickness of light- 
ning flung open the stable doors, exhibiting, 
one by one, some of the finest cobs, colts, and 
bay geldings, for saddle and harness, I ever 
beheld, always reserving the best for the last, 


and, knowingly, asking my opinion of each, | 


merely for the opportunity of showing his own 
skill, should I chance to be at fault—in which 
sport, for love of the science of horsemanship, 
Sir Philip, occasionally, joined. The animals, 
however, were all so much alike, in quality, 
being very high-bred, and possessed, in an 
eminent degree, of so many points valued by 
horsemen, as to render it difficult for a more 
experienced judge than myself to discover 
their peculiarities and respective traits, not- 
withstanding they were put through various 
gaits, and their action, skilfully displayed, in 
an open space near the stable, which seemed 
contrived, purposely, for such exhibitions. 
After having, carefully, examined the whole, 
however, I said, I think, Sir Philip, if allowed 
to choose, out of the six, fine as they are, I 


to-morrow, and !’ll give you grouse and veni- 
/son; precisely at seven, if you please. Bu 
| Stop, Just step into the back parlour, one mo- 
_ment, and look at the pictures of my horses, 
Ah, that which has caught your eye, was the 
best nag | ever owned ; but Lord would 
have him, and I could not refuse, and though 
it went hard with me to part with him,] le 
him go at cost—a hundred and fifty pounds— 
when he would have brought, in the market, 
three hundred. And now, good-bye agais, 
and remember the grouse at seven to-mor 
row.”’ 

At the appointed hour I rode to Merion 
| Square, and was introduced by Sir Philip, to 
| his accomplished daughters, and regretted 10! 
| Seeing his sons, some of whom were abroa, 
holding, | believe, diplomatic stations, His 
nephew, Mr. John Hamilton, a young surgeo! 
of great promise, whom lL had previously seen 
much of, | then also had the pleasure to mee, 
Sir Philip apologized for not inviting othe 
company, saying, he wished to have me all! 
himself, and to inquire a great deal abov' 
American surgeons and physicians, of whom 
he had heard so much, and to show me som 
lithotriptic and other instruments, I had uw 
| seen at my first visit, Accordingly, after p* 
| taking, plentifully, of a fine salmon with '® 











should select for my own use that chestnut-)savoury shrimp sauce, southdown mutios 


sorrel mare, pointing out, at the same time, a 
splendid creature, about fitteen hanes and an 
inch high, with neck like a rainbow, sharp, 


grouse, just received from Scotland, mouit 
venison and plumb pudding, all served 
courses; and having regaled ourselves ¥! 


peaked, squirrel-like ears, small, delicate head | the best bottle of claret—tor which Dublin hes 
and muzzle, and dished face, with red, expand- | always been famous—I had tasted in Europ. 
ed nostrils, short back, close coupling, and | we had full leizure to discuss, till a late how’ 
barrel, stifle, legs, and whole finish, coming as | of the night, many a topic it would be impo 
near perfection, as any thing I could well ima-| sible to introduce here, but which enabled m 
gine, ** Ah, said he, * you really have pitched | to form a better estimate of Sir Phillip’s pe™ 
upon the best nag in the stable, though she is | ers, varied professional and general iniorm* 
twenty years old, for often she has carried my | tion, than I could have obtained, perhaps: " 
weight, which you see is no trifle, over the | a month, from ordinary or casual intercov 
highest walls and hedges about Dublin, where | From this, and previous, and subsequet ° 

many a larger animal would have broken my | portunities, then, I arrived at the conclusie® 
neck and its own too.” ** Well,”’ said he, «1 | that few men in any country—from very lo" 


see you are a horseman, now look at my dogs, 





experience and extensive practice in a /a 
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community, from extraordinary natural en- 
dowments, uncommon tact and observation, 
extreme caution and pradence, aided by the 
best intellectual education, profound research, 
and professional reading, combined with 
owers of intense application, the result of 
quickness of perception and enthusiasm, and 
long and intimate association With persons of 
the highest rank and literary reputation—can 
be found superior to Sir Philip Crampton. In- 
dependently, however,of native intellectual and 
acquired professional advantages, there can 
be no doubt that Sir Phillip’s great success 
and reputation may be attributed, in some 
measure, to personal attraction, and to refined 


on the qualifications of a surgeon, and are 
contained in the Dublin Journal of Medical 
and Chemical Science. An excellent essay 
also appeared, separately, in 1839, entitled 
An Outline of the History of Medicine; and 
still more recently, a very valuable and origi- 
nal lecture on the * Chamelion,”” in which 
some important discoveries are detailed, in re- 
lation to the habits of that extraordinary ant- 
mal. Of most of these, however, 1 shall 
speak in another publication, 

Of Sir Charles Bell, the author’s old pre- 
ceptor, he gives a glowing sketch, Sir 
Charles distinguished as he is, as a writer and 





and elegant manners ; for of all the individu- 
als it has been my lot to meet in European or 
American society, no one, in such endow- 
ments and accomplishments, has approached 
so near the standard of excellence or perfec- 
tion.* It may easily be conceived, indeed, 
that a man full six feet high, strait as an ar- 
row, in frame and muscle a Hercules, in grace 
and dignity an Apollo, with head beautifully 
moulded, and featares regular, animated, and 
irresistibly attractive, ‘*an eye like Mars to 


threaten and command,” with address and} 
blandishments so winning, fascinating, and | 


seductive, as to excite the admiration of every 
beholder, must, when possessed of the higher 


attributes enumerated, be well calculated to! 


produce a powerful impression, and to exer- 
cise unlimited influence even over the strong- 
est minds. So great, indeed, are said to be 
his tact and knowledge of human nature, as 
to enable him to read, at a glance, individual 
character, and adapt, without effort, his con- 
versation and manners to the person addressing 
him. 

Sir Philip Crampton has long been con- 
nected, more or less, with the best Dublin 
hospitals, as a lecturer and operative surgeon, 
though not attached now, I believe, to any of 
them—except as a consulting surgeon. As a 
writer, too, he has been most advantageously 


Known almost from the commencement of his! 


career. His first essay was a valuable one 
on “ Eniropeon ;” and subsequently, numer- 
ous papers, or lectures, generally on difficult 
or obscure practical points in surgery, have 
appeared in the diiferent British medical 


journals, all characterised by great force and 
originality, and most happily illustrated by 


apposite facts and observations. ‘The chief of 


these are, on dislocations of the shoulder and 
other joints, on fractures, on burns and sealds 


_* Among the on dits of Dublin, . respecting 
Crampton’s figure, though I do not vouch for its 
authenticity , is One strikingly characteristic—that 
Sit Thomas Lawrence, struck with the perfect 
formation of his lower extremities, and being en- 
gaged in his full-length portrait of John Kemble, 
requested Sir Philip, then on a visit to London, 
to stand for Kembie’s legs. 


en 


lecturer, it seems has a small share of private 
practice, which Dr, Gibson thus accounts for 
ina strain of comment, intended for general 
application, 

How does it happen, then, he has not enjoy- 
| ed the extensive practice, and become so enor- 
| mously rich as some,of the Kuropeun surgeons 
'we hear of! ‘This is easily understood, when 


_ recollected, that the facility of gaining practice 





| does not, invariably, depend upon amount of 
‘intellect or extent of individua! qualification ; 
i that many persons, of very limited capacity 
and meager acquirements, possess, inherently, 
the faculty of pleasing, and even fascinating 
the public—who are no judges of professional 
merit—to a great degree; that others cultivate, 
as a business, the means of obtaining protes- 
sional livelihood, independently of profes- 
sional knowledge, and resort to every strata- 
‘vem and device which self-preservation sug- 
gests, in order to place them ona level, or 
force themselves above their intellectual rivals. 
So that many a man, with only the manners 
of a waiter and the intellect of a mouse, has 
| obtained enormous business, whilst his talent- 
ed brother has actually starved, or, perhaps, 
been throwninto prison, Such is well known 
to be the case, not only in our profession, but 
'in law and divinity, and more or less, perhaps, 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


a 


. 


in every other vocation, not only in Europe 
but in this country, and, indeed, throughout 
the world. Now Sir Charles, from early life, 
has been employed, most laboriously, in 
istudying and teaching his profession; in 
‘writing and publishing large and valuable 
works ; in hospital practice; in making col- 
| lections of human and morbid anatomy, and 
| pictures for class demonstrations, so expen- 
| Sive, as te absorb most of his professional rm 

ceipts, and leave little time for playing the 
fine gentleman, for bowing, and seraping, and 
flattering old maids, and young maids, and old 
women, and noblemen, and geotry; and with- 
al, has been too scrupulously honest, upright, 
and independent in sentiment, to stoop to any 
measures, however well calculated to advance 
his fortune, between which and strict profes. 
stonal dignity and honour he found vast in 

compatibility, 
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I do not mean to infer, how 
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ever, from what I have just said, that all who 


obtain extensive practice must, necessarily, re- 


sort to unworthy means. ‘The reverse I know 
to be the case, in many instances; nor do I 
wish to be understood to say, that Sir Charles 
had not succeeded, at all, in obtaining busi- 
ness; but only to imply, that his private pro- 
fessional calls, though numerous and import- 
ant, were much fewer than if he had laid him- 


self out for practice, by cultivating the arts of 


obtaining and securing it. This much, how- 
ever, is certain, that any man of moderate 
capacity, who, for years, has been a hospital 
surgeon, will see more, in two or three months, 
than any one, engaged in private practice only, 
in a year; and will often reap more, from 
close investigation of a single case, than ano- 
ther from fifty ; so that, after all, it is not the 
number of cases a medical man may have at- 
tended, but the use made of them, which will 
establish for him the character of a bad or 
good practitioner, 


We conclude with the following humourous 
sketch of Dr. Graves. 


I had heard nothing, it so happened, of the 
appearance or manners of Dr. Graves, and, 
therefore, when ushered into his presence in his 
own parlour, was startled at finding myself 
looking up to the face of a very tall, slender, 
handsome, and well-dressed man, whom, if I 
had met by chance in the street, | should have 
turned rotind to look at and inquired of some 
passer-by who he was. But, before | had time 
for a second glance, he had turned to one side 
in the act of presenting me to one of the most 
beautiful women I had seen in lreland, who, 
from her tall, splendid figure, lovely features, 
dazzling row of pearly teeth, youthful appear- 
ance, and graceful movements as she swept 
across the room, I should have taken for his 
sister, had he not, simultaneously, announced 
Mrs. Graves—such was the correspondence, 
seemingly, between them in person, manners, 
and po iy First impressions are said to be, 
generally, the best, and I at once settled in my 
own mind that Graves and | would soon be upon 
intimate terms, for | quickly perceived a cer- 
tain indescribable something in his keen, pene- 
trating eye, arrangement of the muscles of the 
face, and mobility of the tip of his long and de- 
licately-formed aquiline nose, plainly indica- 
tive of humour, high spirits, nad quizzical pro- 
pensities, with ample power to subdue or bring 
them forward at pleasure, And I was not de- 
ceived; for, of the many little stories I picked 
up in the land of blunders and bulls, some of 
his were the best; told so oddly and quaintly, 
with the true Tipperary accent on his tongue, 
when he chose to place it there, that I can’t, to 
this day, help laughing when I think of the 

ueer questions put to some of his hospital pa- 
tients and the funny dialogues carried on be- 
tween them, such as, “ Patrick, my dear, and 
how are you to day ? Oh bravely, yer honour, 


——e. 


and how’s yer honour’s self? Did the pills 
throuble you, last night, my dear? Faix, and 
they handled me nately. Where is your tongue, 
my dear? In my mouth, yer honour. And are 
ye maning to bring it out ? Troth, and I am, 
Can you breathe, my lad! Av coorse, yer ho- 
nour, and sure you mightsee that l can. That's 
right, my dear, and there’s a pinch of snuff for 
you, Pat. Thank you kindly, and long life to 
yer honour; troth and yer a rale gentleman of 
a doctor.” And so he proceeded from bed to 
bed, and no language can convey the odd mix- 
ture of kindness, and humour, and familiarity, 
and good sense, and soberness, and dexterity 
with which he managed to draw from the pa- 
tients the history of their disease, the symp- 
toms, &c, All this and a great deal more was 
enacted in the Meath Hospital, where I spent a 
forenoon with him, after partaking, at his house, 
of a plentiful and most luxurious breakfast, 
such as would have done honour to the best 
Virginia housewife, or to the table Mrs. Ran- 
dolph herself. After this I saw as much of 
Dr. Graves as a fortnight in Dublin would al- 
low. That is, I saw him every day, either at 
his own house, or at ny lodgings, or the Meath 
Hospital, where he may be found, every morn- 
ing, peeping and prying into every hole and 
corner of the building, cracking jokes with the 
patients or pupils, or old women, or poring over, 
intently, some medical production, or volume 
of natural history, or book of travels ; for he is 
very fond of such studies, and took great delight 
in asking all sorts of questions about our Indians 
and lakes, and trees and prairies, and cataracts 
and great rivers, and buffaloes, And, from all 
I did see of him, I felt justified, I thought, in 
jumping to the conclusion, that he is a man of 
very extraordinary abilities, sufficient to enable 
him to master any subject to which he may de- 
vote his attention, and to sift, thoroughly, any 
medical case and follow out, suecessively, ils 
treatment; but that he is seldom capable, for 
any length of time, of devoting himself, soul 
and body, to any given point, or subject; that 
he is too fond of analogy and of drawing con- 
clusions from solitary facts, so that hislistener 
is always left in doubtas to the certainty of his 
deductions, however striking and brilliant they 
may be, as they generally are, for wanting full 
confidence in his premises. 


THE MEDICAL EXAMINER. 


PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 27, 1841. 


ee 


MEDICATED BATHS. 


In a late number we alluded to a deficiency 
in our therapeutic means from the want of me- 
dicated baths adapted to general practice. 
Although many causes might be assigned {or 
the neglect long attendant on this subject, S° 
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important to the health, especially of that class 
of citizens whose limited means debar the en- 
joyment of many comforts deemed necessary 
to the support of a sound constitution, we do 
not believe that any thing has exercised so inju- 
rious an influence as the apathy of professional 
men, and their indifference to, or perhaps i gno- 
rance of the extensive prophylactic and healing 
effects of such baths. Thus it has happened that 
empirics have obtained possession of this branch 
of therapeutics, so well appreciated and usefully 
applied of old, and as a natural consequence, 
the faculty have found themselves obliged either 
to approve the practice, and risk the charge of 
encouraging empiricism, or to condemn it alto- 
gether, and entirely deprive themselves of the 
privilege of using means so simple and yet so 
efficacious. If to this we add the supposed 
trouble and expense of such baths, we shall 
have given at least the most common difficul- 
ties heretofore in the way of their establish- 
ment in this country.* 


In calling the attention of physicians to this 
subject, especially those connected with the 
hospitals, we do not design arguing the claims 
of vapour baths as powerful therapeutic agents, 
This may be done at another time; our object 
now is simply to demonstrate the practicability 
of their erection by showing the very small ex- 
pense it involves. This may be briefly done 
by reference to the baths in the Hospital St. 
Louis, erected nearly. thirty years since by 
D’Arcet. He tells usin his * Descriptions des 
Appareils a fumigations,’’ that the cost of con- 
structing an apparatus with twelve compart- 
ments for as many patients, may be valued at 
fifteen hundred frances ; that of an apparatus for 
one patient at three hundred and fifty. In the 
large apparatus, the sulphur, or juniper berries, 
used at one bath for twelve persons, (assuming 
them as average samples of the mineral and 





*In Staunton, a small town in Western Virgi- 
nia, an establishment of this kind was erected by a 
Frenchman, a few years since, who offered, by means 
of the baths, to cure all “disorders of our weakly 
frames.” We think he used, in addition to the baths, 
the medicine of Le Roy. Undoubtedly much good 
Was occasionally done by the baths,and perhaps much 
more would have been effected, but for the unscien- 
tific mode of administering them. We remember 
to have heard that the owner spoke of dissolving 
brimstone in cold water as a “ part of his system,” 
to the deficiencies of which chiefly may be attribu- 
ted his ultimate failure. He was last heard of with 
his baths at the Blue Sulphur Spring in Virginia. 
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vegetable substances employed,) cost a sum 
less than fifty sous, or about four and one-sixth 
sous for each person; to this must be added the 
expense of fuel, the cost of which was less than 
a sous to each patient. Supposing the average 
course for each case to be ten fumigations, the 
whole costs of the same amount to less than 
fifty sous, All of these estimates are as appli- 
cable here as in France, since the difference in 
the cost of the material used in vapours is more 
than compensated for by the diminished ex- 
pense of fuel, which is nearly one-half lower in 
this country than in France. 

Thus, at a cost of erection less than three 
hundred dollars, an apparatus may be construct- 
ed for twelve patients, or for seventy dollars 
one for a single patient, in which, for the trifling 
sum of less than five cents may be given the 
dry or moist (aqueous) vapour-bath, fumiga- 
tions of alcohol, aromatic substances, &c., either 
moist or dry, mineral and vegetable fumiga- 
tions, &c, &c,; they may be also made either 
local or general, a simple douche over a cir- 
cumscribed spot, or to the whole surface of the 
body, at any temperature, and for any length 
of time. 

As this statement is made upon the supposi- 
tion that an establishment of this kind, if ever 
undertaken, must be the work of a public cha- 
ritable institution, no estimate for buildings is 
included in it. 

There would be no occasion for any such ex- 
pense here, the two largest hospitals having 
abundant room within their walls for all pur- 
poses. 

In the city a fair opportunity is now offered 
for an effort at accomplishing so desirable an 
end, a portion of the Pennsylvania Hospital 
has been lately vacated by the removal of the 
insane patients into the country. To what bet- 
ter and more useful purpose could one of the 
small outbuildings be devoted than to the erec- 
tion of vapour-baths for the use of the hospital, 
and for patients in limited circumstances un- 


connected with the house, numbers of whom, ; 


would be sent by their physicians to take the 
baths, for which a large proportion would pay 
a trifling sum, sufficient in the aggregate, it is 
believed, nearly to defray the current expenses 
of the establishment, while the better class of 
patients who would gladly avail themselves of 
the baths, would create an actual revenue by 
the higher prices they would pay for the same. 
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We earnestly commend this subject to the 
consideration of those members of the profes- 
sion whose connection with our charities brings 
them into frequent contact with the managers. 
They have it in their power to do much good 
by urging its claims, and unless by them it 
will most probably never be attended to. 
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.Traumatic Tetanus, successfully treated by 

. Tobacco Enemas. By B. E. Bowen, M. D.— 
On the evening of Friday, the 19th inst., I was 
requested to visit Miss C., aged twenty years, 

whom the messenger informed me had just 

been taken with cramp fits, as he expressed it, 

and desired me to lose no time in getting there. 

On my arrival, I learned that my patient had 

been for two or three days experiencing great 

pain in the right wrist, and on further inquiry 

I ascertained that near two years had elapsed 

since she had received a sprain of that wrist 

by the upsetting of a waggon, which at the 

time caused no great inconvenience, but at times 

since she had felt uneasiness and pain at the 

lower portion of the ulna. For the last three 

weeks the pain had been pretty constant, but 

not so severe until the last three days. Over 

the lower head of the ulna there was much 

tenderness, some degree of redness, and very 


i 


thought were unimpaired, and the patient 
peared conscious of what took place, and would 
‘complain of excessive pain In the wrist, 
Neither the bleeding nor the medicine procured 
any sensible relief. Repeated the opium every 
two hours in increased doses. Examined the 
wrist; vesication having taken place, removed 
the cuticle, and ordered the application of 
bread and milk poultice, with the addition of 
pulvis opii over the blister. 

Twelve o'clock, night. _Obliged to leave my 
patient. Ordered, at the expiration of two 
hours, opium and calomel, with ipecac. sufl- 
cient to nauseate the stomach. 

Saturday, 9 o'clock, A, M., returned to my 
patient. Ascertained that the spasms had 
ceased after taking the opium, cal. and ipecac,, 
which was followed by perspiration and two or 
three hours’ sleep. The spasms had now re- 
turned in a greater degree of severity than | 
had yet witnessed, with evident trismus, which 
continued somewhat longer than the general 
contraction of the muscles of the body and 
limbs, causing great suffering of the patient, 
as was evinced by her putting her fingers to the 
jaws and muscles of the neck. As soon as the 
jaws could be separated, opium and calomel 
twenty grains each were given, and in a shor 
time followed by castor oil and spts, terebinth, 
Complained of uneasiness at the stomach, 


. y +4 i) and 
' which was followed by vomiting the oil and 


turpentine, Spasms growing worse, causing 





little tumefaction. 
Her history satisfied me that she had been to | 
a considerable extent the subject of nervous ir- | 
ritation, as also of more or less dysmenorrhea. 
The pain in the wrist had become so severe | 
during the afternoon preceding my visit, that | 
she had consulted a physician, who ordered | 
the application of a blister, which had been on | 
. but a short time when I arrived. The appear- | 
ances presented on my approaching the bed- | 
side, were redness of the face, general increased 
heat, eyes looking red and frequent escape of 
tears, pulse somewhat increased in force and 
frequency. Ina very few moments a return of 
the spasm took place, which lasted from three 
to five minutes, characterized by great rigidity 
of the muscles, the body bending back, with a 
flexed condition of the forearms, fingers, and | 
toes, As the spasm went off she would exert 
herself powerfully, making strong and quick | 
inspirations, and manifesting great distress and 
consequent exhaustion, This relaxation of the 
muscles was of short duration, when a return 
of the spasm, perhaps still more severe, would 
take place. After witnessing several alterna- 
tions as above described, I embraced the first 
opportunity afforded by the subsidence of 
spasm, and drew blood to the amount of twenty 
ounces, Deglutition was somewhat difficult, 
but I sueceeded in the administration of calo- 
mel and opium, twenty grains of the former 
and six of the latter. During the intervals be- 
tween the spasms the powers of sensation and 


i 
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great curvature of the body, bending 1 back- 
wards in the form of an arch. 

At this stage of the case, 12 o’clock, M., 
and about eighteen hours from the commence 
ment of the spasms, I resolved on trying the 
tobacco enema, for which purpose about the 
third part of a threepenny paper of cut tobacco 
to one pint of boiling water was ordered, and 
of this infusion take the one-third for an enema. 
Five minutes having elapsed, patient begins to 
be much prostrated, coolness of the surface, 
and profuse perspiration breaking out; great 
relaxation of all the muscles, and jaws becom: 
ing loosed. In twenty minutes muscles very 


imuch relaxed; a feeling of extreme nausea 


with some vomiting. A creat change 3s per 


‘ceptible in the countenance; from fulness and 


redness, it has now become pale and contracted, 
and the whole body and limbs cove red with 
perspiration, One hour and fifteen minutes 
having passed since the tobacco was givell 
more redness and heat of surface became ap 
parent; pulse increasing in force and frequency, 
with some twitching of the eyelids, and a start 
ing of tears. Spasms return, though not 
violent, T'wo or three follow in quick succes 
sion, Repeat the tobacco enema, same qual 
tity as before, which is followed by similar 
effect. Now obliged to leave my patient a 
few hours, and ordered a repetition of the en® 
ma every hour, 

Seven o'clock, P. M.—She has taken the t 
bacco six times, No return of spasms unless 
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March, 1841.—Diseases: Apoplexy, 1; as- 
phyxia, 1; asthma, 2; burned or scalded, 1; 
casualties, 2; cancer, 2; consumption, 25; con- 
vulsions, 9; croup or hives, 2; delirium tre- 
mens, 4; diarrhda, 2; dropsy, 2; dropsy in 
the head, 5; dropsy in the chest, 1; dysentery, 
% 1; erysipelas, 2; fever, scarlet, 7; do. typhoid, 
5 1; do. puerperal, 3; do. bilious, 2; inflainma- 
| ten, 25 do. of brain, 10; do. of chest, 2; do. 
ae of lungs, 22; marasmus, 7; malformation, 1; 
2 measles, 5; organic disease of heart, 1; rheu- 
_ latism, 2; suicide, 1; sprue, 1; small pox, 4; 
__ ‘crofula, 3; whooping cough, 1. 
@g Ages—Of 1 year and under, 28; between 1 
ag reg 19; 2 and 5,23; 5 and 10,2; 10 and 
| *0, 25 20 and 30, 21; 30 and 40, 14; 40 and 


a i - 4. 50 and 60,4; 60 and 70, 8; 70 and 
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the enema was omitted too long. I find that HEALTH OF THE CITY. 
the tobacco is beginning to have a more speci-| [xreRments in the City and Liberties of Phila- 
'  ficeffect; sickness and prostration more severe,| — deJphia, from the 13th to the 20th of March, 
- with an increase of the vomiting. Lalsocon-| 494), 
' sider the tendency to spasm as being much “a > S & “yes 
- diminished. Reduce the strength of the ene-| # ee Be Ss = 
"ma, and give the same at intervals of two : :. 5 5 s 3 
hours, unless sooner required by the condition | __* Pe > 
of the patient. ‘The bowels have moved twice. ! Apoplexy, 1 0) Brought forward,36 51 
- She complains less of the wrist. Repeat the | Cachexia, 0 lInflammation of 
_ poultice every four hours, covering the same} Cancer of stom’h, 1 0 the heart, 0 1 
- with moistened, cut tobacco, womb, 1 0 Intemperance and 
Saturday, 6 o'clock, 2, M.—Patient got some Cr oup, _ 0 2) exposure, 1 0 
rest during the night. Considerable feverish | Cong’n of brain, 0 1 Inanition, O71 
" aetion; mouth and tongue dry; complains of Consumption of ‘Influenza, 0 1 
| distress at the stomach. The jaws were set the lungs, 21 4 Marasmus, 0 1 
"once during the night, but gave way after the | Convulsions, 0 8 Malformation of 
' administration of the tobacco, Give the pulvis | Cyanosis, _ 0 1) _ heart, 0 1 
' antimonialis once in four hours, alternating | Cynanche tonsilla- ‘Old age, 1 0 
| with spés, nit. dulcis, and drinks of slippery _ MS, 0 1 Palsy, 1 0 
lm, &e. | Diarrhoea, 1 0 Pleurisy, i 0 
' Six o’clock, P. M.—Has had no spasm dur- | Dr ne geste * sjannts tab 2 6 
' ing the day, and has not taken any of the weed. Hae Fiala 0 ~ ap r “st 0 10 
' Some tendency to twitching of the muscles | aie 1 4 thi tah 
when she falls asleep. Give four grs. of the|_, OE peepee 
pulvis Doveri, combined with camphor, once Dis ot oh tear 0 Total, 115—43 72 
in four hours. hip joint ; 1 Of the above, there 
’ . a antes ? ? 
ape 7 o'clock, A. oper ty 7 ell dur- liver, 1 Owere under 1 year 36 
5 . Debility 1 1 2to 5 15 
_ Twesday.—She has been dressed, and is sit- | Enlargement ofthe 5to 10 1 
ting up. Feels no pain in the wrist, and com-| heart, 2 0 10 to 15s I 
3 plains of nothing except feeling somewhat! Fever, scarlet, 0 3' 15 to 20 4 
' weak. Inflammation of 20 to 30.) 9 
| -Thursday.—I consider my patient cured, her} the brain, 2 2 30 to 40 10 
' appetite having returned, and the wrist being | bronchi, 0 10 40 to 50 9 
| free from pain. lungs, Q 5 50 to 60 4 
| Mexico, (Oswego Co.,) N. Y., Feb, 27, 1841. breast, 0 2 60 to 70 4 
. Bost. Med, and Surg. Journ, | bowels, 1 1 70 to 80 «4 
y liver, 0 1 80 to 90 «2 
—— throat, 0 1 90t0100 sit 
_ _ Weekly Report of Interments in the City and eae 
2 County of New York, from the 13thtothe 20th of lar ried forward, 36 51\Total, 115 


In the above are included 14 people of 
colour, 8 interments from the alms-house, and 
1 from the country. ; 
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Observations on Chorea. By Jonn Wesster, 
M. D. Consulting.Physician to the St. George’s 
and St. James’s Dispensary.—St. Vitus’s 
dance was little known to the ancients, although 
Pliny and Galen are thought to have alluded to 
it; and it is still doubtful if the epidemic which 
prevailed so extensively in Germany in the 14th 
century was chorea, or the disease called Ra- 
phania. The most accurate description of St. 
Vitus’s dance is that given by Sydenham and 
| Dr. Hamilton. This complaint prevails among 
the poor, the badly fed and manufacturing town 
population of England; the higher and middle 
ranks being comparatively more free from its 
attacks, Girls are more subject to it than boys, 
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and of 21 cases treated by Dr. Webster, 16 were 
in females, and but 5 in boys, or nearly 3 tol. 
Even when fatal, a much larger proportion of 
girls become victims to chorea than boys, as 
proved by the valuable report of the Registrar- 
General for 1840, which states that 20 females 
died of the disease, and only 4 boys, or 5 to 1, 
being the highest average in regard to the two 
sexes which the report contains. A very large 
number of the fatal cases occurred in the cen- 
tral and manufacturing districts of England, in- 
cluding the metropolis, and very few deaths in 
the more agricultural parts, whilst the northern 
counties, the pure agricultural and maritime 
districts, exhibited not a single fatal casualty, 
excepting one at Lancashire. The symptoms 
of chorea are so well known that no description 
of them was considered necessary by the au- 
thor; and the treatment he found most success- 
ful consisted in active purging by aloes, jalep, 
and similar remedies, varying them according 
to circumstances ; next the administration of 
tonics, such as Peruvian bark, ammonia, and 
camphor; and lastly the proper regulation of 
the ingesta, which was always found of the 
greatest importance, for if that point was ne- 
glected more purging was required, and the case 
thereby protracted. When the head appeared 
affected, leeches and blisters were useful; and 
if the uterine action also became implicated in 
the disease, then leeches and blisters to the 
loins, with the hip-path, and that added to the 
purgative remedies, were found to be of essen- 
tial service. Of the 21 cases treated by Dr. 
Webster, only 1 proved to be fatal; but as in 
this instance the patient died of a fever which 
supervened to the St. Vitus’s dance, and as the 
body besides was not examined, the author, 
from personal observation, could not bring for- 
ward any new fact regarding the etiology of 
chorea, although he expressed his opinion to 
coincide with those authors who consider the 
spinal cord and its membranes to be the prima- 
ry seat of this singular disease, 
At the conclusion of Dr. Webster's paper, 
Dr. Wilks said that he had been led, by con- 
siderations founded on both physiology and pa- 
thology, to the conclusion, that chorea depend- 
ed essentially on an affection of thecerebellum. 
In support of this, he alluded to the experi- 
ments of M. Magendie, which showed that cer- 
tain injuries of the cerebellum, in animals, 
were followed by a loss of the directing power 
naturally possessed by the will over the volun- 
tary muscles ; and, in particular, to an experi- 
ment by that physiologist, which he had him- 
self seen him accidentally perform, in which 
one of the crura cerebelli being divided the rab- 
bit immediately lost all voluntary influence 
over its muscles, and began to rotate its body. 
He observed also that some cases of chorea 
which he had seen {appeared highly favoura- 
ble to this view. In one that had occurred at 
St. George’s Hospital, a girl had been attacked 


——— 
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back of her head; all the usual remedies wer 
employed without success ; but the disease was 


ultimately removed by the repeated applicatio, 
of leeches and counter-irritation to the regio, 
of the cerebellum. Since that time Dr, W. 
had constantly treated chorea on the Principles 
founded on the opinion he had been thus led jy 
form, and with pretty constantly successful yp. 
sults, 

Dr. Webster was aware that various authors 
had ascribed different parts of the nervous sys. 
tem, as the essential seats of the disease, 
marked by the convulsions of chorea. He re. 
gretted that he had not been able to perform 
any inspections of those who had died of the 
disease, and was, therefore, not in a position 
to form a decided opinion. 

Dr. Addison having asked what Dr. Wilks 
considered to be the exact nature of the affee. 
tion of the cerebellum, which gave rise to cho. 
rea, Dr. W, said, “it might be an affection 
marked by no palpable lesion ; he believed, al: 
so, many different affections of the cerebellum 
might give rise to chorea, in the same manner 
as Dr. Abercrombie had shown that there were 
many different morbid conditions of the brain 
which were marked by the same symptoms; 
as for example in apoplexy, in which it wasof- 
ten observed that the same symptoms occurred 
in cases where blood was effused, in othes 
where serum only was effused, and in other 
where no effusion at all had taken place. In 
the case to which he had particularly alluded, 
and which occurred after a fall, Dr. W. im 
gined that a condition of inflammation of the 
cerebellum must have existed. 

Dr, Addison then said that the idea of thece 
rebellum being the essential seat of the disease 
in chorea seemed to him entirely disproved by 
the fact that in the cases which proved fats 
that organ was not found appreciably alters, 
while in the cases where the cerebellum wes & 
tually diseased, no choreal symptoms occurte’. 
He had never seen a case of fatal chorea 
which the cerebellum appeared diseased; b! 
he had seen many where from disease of thei 
ternal ear, or from other circumstances, av 
inflammation had occurred in and aboutthe 
rebellum, leading to thickening of its mem 
branes, effusion of albuminous matter, and eve! 
suppuration, and the formation of abscess—"" 
which, in short, every circumstance that cot! 
produce irritation of the cerebellum had exis" 
ed—and yet in none of these had any chorea 


with regard to the spinal cord, which was ¥ 
sumed to be the seat of the disease. He bs 


ral cases of chorea that had terminated fats!!! 





with chorea soon after having fallen on the 


occurred in which the spinal cord was imp” | 


curred. He might apply the same observallei’ 


had the misfortune to be able to examine se! — 


in his own and in his colleague’s practice; bot § 
after the most careful investigation, the"! 
thing that was found remarkable was, thet 
absence of any appreciable lesion inthe nerve® 
centres. On the other hand, cases constai! — 
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tantly diseased, but in which no chorea existed; {on a prick of the finger; yet it was not proba- 


and he believed he might appeal to the experi- 
ence of surgeons, that injuries of the spi- 
nal cord are seldom if ever followed by 
symptoms of this kind. He believed it 
would be found that in this disease, and all 
those related to it, which are marked by spas- 
modie action of the muscles, the seat of dis- 
ease, whether such as produce appreciable le- 
sion or not, was not so much in the medullary 
matter of the cord as in its membranes, So 
convinced was he of this, that ithad become with 
him a matter of diagnosis, and, whenever he saw 
acase presenting, with other signs of disease 
within the vertebral column, convulsive action 
of the muscles, he at once considered the affec- 
tion to be seated in the membranes of the cord, 
and not in its substance; whereas, if there ex- 
isted paralysis of the muscles, he always con- 
ceived the nervous substance, and not the mem- 
branes, to be diseased. He thought attention 
had been given too exclusively to the nervous 
substance: to the neglect of the remarkable 
structure of the pia mater, and the other mem- 
branes which could not but exercise an impor- 
tant influence in the functions of the nervous 
system, 

In confirmation of this cpinion of Dr. Addi- 
son respecting the influence of diseases of the 
membranes, Mr. Davis related two cases, one 
of choreal affection, the other of epilepsy, both of 
which had occurred in consequence of local in- 
jury of the head, and both of which had been 
benefited only by the application of remedies 
to the part injured,—means which had produced 
complete cure in both, 

Dr. Copland confirmed the author’s statement 
as to the frequency of chorea among the poor of 
towns, by the fact that in the Manchester In- 
firmary there were seldom less than from twen- 
ty to thirty patients suffering from this disease. 
He wished to state his claims to the original 
idea of this affection being dependent on the 
spinal cord ; as early as 1832 he had published 
his belief that it was the result of irritation, 
caused by disorder of the digestive system, 
and propagated through the ganglionic and va- 
gus nerves to the spinal cord, from which it was 
again reflected to the nerves of the voluntary 
muscles, It was not till the following year 
that the same idea was brought before the So- 
ciety by others, 

he President said his observations had not 
led him to believe that chorea had any particu- 
lar locality in the nervous system. In one case 
that had terminated fatally, he had found acyst 
as large as a hazel-nut attached to the pineal 
gland ; yet he should be far from thinking that 


that part was the seat of disease in chorea, 


though, in this case, its affection was, undoubt- 
edly, the original cause of the symptoms, In 
another case, the cortical substance of the brain 
oat ina peculiar state, and quite red by the tur- 
gidity of its vessels,and no other apparent disease 
*xisted; ina third, the chorea was consequent 





| 





ble that the part evidently diseased in either of 
these cases, was the constant seat of the dis- 
ease in chorea. He thought, also, it was erro- 
neous to speak of the motions in choreaas invo- 
luntary ; they seemed to him to be the results 
only of wrongly-directed will; the motions of- 
ten commenced with such as were evidently vo- 
luntary, as picking the lips or fingers, and those 

radually increased to real choreal movements, 

t was the same with hysterical affections of the 
muscles; in these cases the patient evidently 
willed the movements, but willed them at the 
wrong times, her mind not having sufficient 
control over her will to guide it aright; and so, 
in hysterical paralysis, the power of the mns- 
cles was not lost, but the will was not rightly 
exerted over them, and the patient was para- 
lytic rather because she would not than because 
she could not move. 

In illustration of the occasionally local origin 
of chorea, Dr. Kingston related a case,in which, 
after injury of the elbow in a young girl, a vio- 
lent and long-continued, constant, involuntary 
motion, had existed in the arm.—dJoen, Med. 
Gaz.—-Trans. Royal Med. & Chirur. Soc. 

We once made a careful examination of the 
of the body of a girl dead of chorea, and could 
discover no appreciable change whatever in 
any organ, It was a genuine case of death 
from the disease, wearing the child out by the 
continued fatigue and insomnia. The case 
occurred at the children’s hospital of Paris : it 
was there found that any decided modification 


of the nervous system would cure most cases of 


the disorder, such as both cold and sulphur 
baths, tonics, or even purgatives. 





Cure of a SevereGouty Pain by the Electric Ray, 
By Dr. A. Cuarretes.—N. suffered three 
months without any evident cause from a very 
troublesome gouty pain in the first and second 
joints of the right fore-finger. He had used all 
the usual means against it, both internal and 
external, without benefit; on the contrary, the 
disease increased so much that he could not 
sleep during the greater part of the night, and 
in the day could not hold his pen. Thus he 


was going on one morning, trying to think of 


some new remedy by which he might possibly 
relieve his pain, and carefully avoiding meeting 
any one, lest an incautious touch might renew 
it now it was a little assuaged, when a fishing- 
boat drew near to sell the fish her men had just 
caught. Among them the patient remarked the 
electric ray, and being acquainted with its 
electric properties, he bought it and carried it 
home alive in a vessel filled with sea-water, — 
Although the fish was but small, yet it possess- 
ed a remarkable electric power ; and the patient 
had searcely touched it with the middle finger 
of the diseased hand, when he felt a severe 
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shock and a peculiar pain in the elbow, with a 
numbness in the whole arm and of the fore- 
finger that had been the seat of the pain. After 
the lapse of a quarter of an hour, the numbness 
gradually ceased, and there remained only the 
peculiar sensation in the elbow, and that in a 
less degree. The fore-finger still gave indeed 
severe pain, but only when it was moved, ‘'wo 
hours after a second experiment was performed, 
of which the results were similar but more vio- 
lent, and with this difference, that the fore-fin- 
ger could soon afterwards be voluntarily moved 
without any pain, and when moved by the 
other hand, gave not the usual severe suffering, 
but only an unusual and peculiar sensation.— 
This condition continued without any material 
alteration till seven in the evening. At that 
time when the patient again repeated the ex- 
periment and touched the fish with the fore- 
finger itself, he felt a slight shock; but when 
he stimulated it with a piece ofiron, he received 
seven shocks successively, and the fish soon 
after died. 

That night the patient slept quietly; in the 
second he still felt only a numbness and weak- 
ness in the motions of the finger, which were 
completely removed by cold baths and cold 
douche in five days more. Since that time the 
finger has been quite freely used, and there has 
not remained the least trace of its former con- 
dition. 

[ Dr. Bouros, by whom this case is commu- 
nicated, has added some notes respecting the 
uses which the ancients made of electric fish, 
but they are not of much interest, and may be 
found in the Dict. des Sciences Med. art, Pois- 
son. He believes the fish used in this case was 
the Torpeo Narke. ‘There is no reason given 
for calling ita gouty pain (Gichtschmerze) of 
the finger; was it not ratherneuralgic ?)— Brit. 
and For, Med, Rev, from Casper’s Wochen- 
serifl. 





Case of Convulsions of apeculiarkind By G, 
Terrone.—R, S, acountry labourer,of sanguine 
temperament, came to the hospital in March, 
1838. He said he had always enjoyed good 
health, but had been constantly subject to po- 
verty and hard work. Six months ago he be- 
gan to suffer from a painful contraction of the 
back, which tormented him from time to time, 
and was not alleviated by any of the means he 
had employed. On examination, the affected 
part presented a curious appearance, The mass 
of muscles between the fourth and the eighth 
dorsal vertebre, and for two inches width over 
the corresponding ribs rose up in the form of a 
compact, resisting, and hard globe; continued 
so for a few instants, and then disappeared and 
and left the part in its natural condition. Im- 
mediately aiter a similar swelling rose up on 
the opposite side ; and so on, disappearing on 
one side when it appeared on the other, The 
diaphragm, and the abdominal and intercostal 
muscles participated in these convulsions, and 





they were accompanied by remarkable consiyip, 
tion of the throat, and frequently by slight hip. 
cup. ‘They occurred every five minutes, an 
when they ceased they left the patient ina per. 
fect state of health. 

The reader can form as good an opinion a 
the author does of the pathology of this affis. 
tion. It is sufficient to add that it was grady. 
ally cured by cupping and the appiication of 
tartar-emetic ointment along the dorsal regig, 
of the spine, and by warm baths, with the ov. 
casional use of sulphuret anatomy and acetate 
of morphia.—/bid. from Annali Clinici &i’ 
Ospedale degail’ Incurabili. 








On the Medical Action of the Bezoar of tly 
Lacrymal Fossa of the Deer (Deer's tears) i 
Nervous Diseases. By Dr. Lowennanpr— 
The substance here described is a moist, 
strongly-smelling, fatty matter, which appears 
to the author to be secreted by the mucous men- 
brane lining a fossa just below the anteriorcan- 
thus of the red deer (cervus elephas.) Itis found 
in this situation all the year, but in greates 
quantity, it is said, during the rutting-season, 
it appears to serve by the diffusion of its pov- 
erful scent to attract or to keep off other kinds 
of animals. It exists only in the adult indi- 
viduals of the species. 

The smell of this bezoar is peculiar, very pe- 
netrating, strongly balsamic, much like that of 
amber mixed with a little benzoin, only still 
more pungent, and adhering half or all the day 
to the substances with which it comes in cot- 
tact. Its taste is in like manner balsamic, and 
its most active fprinciple is a peculiar resin 
which is of a yellow colour and lighter tha 
water. Its analysis yielded resin (with amis- 
ture of ethereal oil,) a very small quantity of 
fatty oil, wax, cellular substance, ammonia, 
and colouring matter, with muriate of sodaané 
phosphate of lime ; but it is probable thata pat 
of these constituents are derived from the hail 
which is usually entangled in it. 

It appears, by several cases which the author 
describes and refers to, to have a certain valve 
in all the diseases in which castor, musk, vale 
rian, and the other allied articles of the mater 
medica have been hitherto, and often unsucces* 
fully, employed ; as hysteria, epilepsy, dificw! 
menstruation, prolonged hooping-cough, &.— 
The modes of administration which the author 
recommends are, Ist, in substance, in doses 
from 5 to 10 or 15 grains, twice or three times 
in pills with mucilage ; and 2dly, in tinctures 
composed of one part of the bezoar to six pat’ 
of rectified spirit, or of ethereal spirit in doses 
of from ten, fifteen, or twenty drops twice 
three times a day.—Jbid. from Med, Zeilung. 











On the Treatment of certain Diseases of the 
Brain. By E. Copeman, Esq. 
Case 1. Apoplexy occurring three times 
the same individual. 
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ray ee attacks rapid recovery followed 
strong action in the alimentary canal, and the 
apoplexy was quite secondary to the gastric 
disturbance. 


Case 2. Hemiplegia cured without bleeding.— 
Mrs, S., a farrier’s wife, et. 58, thin, but active 
and industrious, experienced a numbness in 
her left hand whilst preparing dinner for her 
family, which prevented her holding what she 
was using at the time. This occurred about 
noon, on the 23d of January, 1840, and was 
quickly followed by darting pains in the right 
temple. Feeling very unwell, she managed 
io get up stairs into her bed-room, and almost 
immediately lost her speech and the use of the 
left leg and arm. She had for some weeks 
previously felt occasional pain and numbness 
in the left forearm, which she considered to be 
rheumatism, and scarcely worthy of notice. I 
saw her at 3 P. M., and found her sitting ina 
large easy chair, with the following symptoms: 
left cheek partially paralyzed, and mouth 
drawn to the opposite side; articulation very 
imperfect; pain in right temple, but less severe 
than at first; left arm hanging by her side quite 
powerless ; left leg imperfect in its movements, 
but not quite sachs. Docs 1 ; pulse feeble and indis- 
tinct; skin cool, with a tendency to shivering; 
nausea, and a sensation of faintness. Before I 
saw her she had swallowed with difficulty alittle 
wine and water, and felt the better for it. The 
first question was, * Won’t you bleed her as 
soon as possible ?’’ I did not feel disposed to 
accede to this; but, from the depressed state of 
the system ahd cold surface, in preference ad- 
ministered a little more warm wine and water, 
and got her into a warm bed, with the head 
and shoulders a good deal raised. 

Appl. Empl. Lytte Ampl. Nuche. 

R. Magn. Sulph. 3vj.; Inf. Senne 3vj.; 
Dee. Aloes ec. 3ij.; Tr. Jalap c. Zij.; Tr. Hyos. 
3); Syr. Rhamni 3ss. M. cochl. larg. iij. 
2dis horis donee aly. bene respond. 

11 o'clock, P, M.—Rather drowsy, but easily 
roused; breathing quite natural and easy; 
pulse 72, and soft; skin warm; speech less 
imperfect ; left leg less powerless; pain in the 
lorehead intermitting; says she feels more 
comfortable in every respect; blister drawing ; 
bowels not yet relieved. ; 

Cont. Mist. 

4th—7 A.M. Slept quietly several times 
for about an hour, without dreaming; had taken 
all the mixture, and swallowed the last dose 
without difficulty; skin warm; pulse 72; 
bowels acted powerfully three times; vomited 
ence; can move the leg freely, and, to my asto- 
nishment, moves the forearm in the directions 
of flexion, extension, and rotation, to some con- 
siderable extent. I had intended to apply 
a to the right temple this morning, but 
me pain had so much abated that I postponed 

or the present. T'akes gruel, tea, and milk. 

R. Magn. Sulph. 3ss.; Dec. Aloes c.; Inf. 
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Senne aa 3ij.; Tr. Hyos. 3j.; Aque Zij. M. 
Cochl. larg. ij. 4tis horis. 

9 P. M.—Much inclined to sleep, but quite 
sensible and collected when awake; pulse 60, 
regular, and soft; skin moist; can lift the left 
arm out of bed, and, when sitting up in bed, 
ean raise her hand to the top of her head, but 
says the elbow feels heavy ; urine scanty, 

Cont. Mist. 

25th.—Found her dressed and sitting up in 
an easy chair; can walk about the room, and 
move the arm almost without difficulty ; no 
vertigo; pulse 72; bowels open; no drowsi- 
ness; very little distortion of the mouth, 

26th.—Rather more pain in the temple, for 
which a blister was applied behind the ear. 

Cont. Mist. 

27th.—Blister drawn well, and pain in fore- 
head removed; tongue milky; complains of 
slight numbness at the ends of the fingers, and 
feels languid. 

R. Inf. Gentian; Dec. Aloes c. aa Siv. M. 
Cochl. larg. ij. t. d, To take mutton broth 
with bread. 

29th.—Improving; sits up several hours, 
and walks about the room. 

Cont, Mist, 

31st, —Complains of languor and faintness ; 
tongue furred; pulse quiet. 

R. Quine Sulph. gr. viij.; Acid. Sulph. dil. 
ss.; Inf. Gentiane. Sviiss.; Syr. Zingib, 3ss 
l. Cochl, larg. ij. t. d. 

Feb, 2d.—Bowels not sufficiently relieved ; 
ordered a> wine-glassful of the first aloetic 


5 
\ 





mixture every morning; tongue covered with 
yellowish fur, but has proper taste, and relishes 
food ; can move the limbs freely; no distortion 
of the mouth. ‘To remove the fur from the 
tongue and improve the secretion, to take a 
small dose of blue pill and rhubarb every night, 
and continue the quinine mixture, 
14th.—Tonecue clean. 

Summat, Pil, noct, ter in hebdom, Cont, 
Quin. 

Gets down stairs daily, 

May Ath.—This patient has been gradually 
improving, and is now able to resume her du- 
ties as mistress of the family. ‘The left arm 
is still weaker than the other, and will not 
bear prolonged exertion; but she can sew, &c. 
with considerable facility, 

August.—Health good; takes no medicine 
but an occasional aperient. 


Cases 3 and 4 are also illustrative of strong 
cerebral symptoms supervening after excesses 
in eating and drinking, and removed by very 
moderate bleeding, blistering, and purgatives, 
It is by no means uncommon to meet with 
eases of this kind; and the cerebral lesion is 
then very different from the hemorrhage which 
occurs in true apoplexy; it is in fact merely a 





congestion of the brain, sometimes scarcely 
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amounting to congestion, and rather to be 
classed with the nervous functional disorders 
f the organ, than natural vascular excite- 
ment, 


From the case above narrated, and from 
others of a similar nature, I have been led to 
draw the following inferences : 

1. That apoplectic and paralytic affections 
may take place in an extreme degree without 
organic disease of the brain. 

2. That they often occur from other causes 
than pressure on the brain. 

3. That bleeding, so far from being always 
necessary, is in many instances prejudicial. 

4, That the effort of vomiting is not so pre- 
judicial in these diseases as is generally sup- 
posed. 

5, That counter-irritation, both external and 
internal, is a valuable means of affording relief 
to the symptoms immediately succeeding the 
attack. 

1. Apoplectic and paralytic affections may be 
severe without there being organic disease of the 
brain.—In case 1, the first attack seemed to 
be the result of effusion and pressure on the 
brain; but it is clear that the second and third 
attacks, although much more severe at the 
commencement, could not have depended 
upon such a cause, or recovery would not have 
been so rapid and perfect, It is probable, 
therefore, that the first as well as the others 
arose from disorder of function, and not from 
organic disease. For the same reasons, the 
case of hemiplegia (No. 2) must have arisen 
from functional disturbance of the brain, and 
not from effusion of blood or serum, 

‘*T have met with many instances in which 
it has been proved that not only a general de- 
rangement of the functions of the nervous symp- 
toms producing apoplexy, but also partial ef- 
fects of a similar nature, causing hemiplegia 
and paralysis, may take place, without any vi- 
sible change of structure in the brain, ””—.dber- 
nethy on Local Diseases. 

2. These diseases often occur from other causes 
than compression of the brain.—In the second at- 
tack, case 1, what are generally considered 
symptoms of compression were very marked ; 
but had pressure been the cause of them, how 
eould recovery have taken place so rapidly, and 
relief have been afforded immediately on the 
stomach rejecting itscontents? This leads me 
to make a few remarks on the effect#@f pressure 
on the brain. I have often witnessed pressure 
on the brain from external violence without the 
symptoms attributed to compression. In the 
18th volume of the Medical Gazette, a remark- 
able case is reported by Mr. Johnson, where a 
boy presented himself at the Norfolk and Nor- 
wich hospital with the thick part or screw of 
the breech pin of a gun firmly impacted in the 
frontal bone, the part which fastens on the stock 





projecting like a horn, ‘The patient had no 
symptoms of compression till the pressure was 


removed by the extraction of the foreign body, | 
In the same report are two other cases of fa. | 

ture of the skull with depression to the extey, | 
of the thickness of the cranium, without SYmp. . 
toms of compression. B 

A little boy in my neighbourhood fell from, 
horse, receiving a severe wound in the for. — 
head, and another at the back part of the head Be 
where the cranium was fractured and depressed ! 
to the extent of the thickness of the bone. Hp 
was stunned by the blow at first, but soon pp. 
covered, without symptoms of compression, 
and without the depressed portion of bone bei * 
raised. He now enjoys good health, the pre- F 
sure on the brain still remaining. * 

A child was affected with congenital hydn. 
cephalus; the head gradually enlarged, until, 
at the age of 8 months, it had attained the fil. 
lowing dimensions, viz :—Circumference, 24} 
inches ; from ear to ear over the top of the head, 

15} inches ; width between the frontal prow 
berances, 44 inches. 

At the age of 13 months the size of the head 
was as follows:—Circumference, 26 inches; 
from ear to ear over the top of the head, 8 
inches. 

During the whole period referred to, this J 
child had never been really ill. The appetie 
was good, and its senses unimpaired. Bowels 
were regular and healthy, and at the age of s- 
ven months had cut two teeth without diffiesl- 
ty. At the time of the last measurement of the 
head, 1 find the following report in my case 
book :-—* The child is much the same as to ge- 
neral health, its faculties are still tolerably per- 
fect, its temper is cheerful, and it, knows itsat 
tendants perfectly well. The body is mor 
emaciated. About a week after this the child 
died suddenly with slight convulsions, but had 
not previously been worse than usual,” 

It is thus beyond a question that pressure 
upon the brain may exist to a greater extem 
than can be immagined to oceur from loaded 
blood-vessels, without apoplectie or paralyte 
symptoms being produced, Compression 's 
not the only cause capable of producing thos 
symptoms, and I am inclined to believe the! 
such a cause does not exist in a majority of the 
cases of apoplexy that present themselves. 

3. Bleeding, so far from being always ne® 
sary, is in many instances ejudicial,—| am 
much inclined to the opinion that apoplecti 
and paralytic seizures are frequently diseass 
of debility, especially in persons advanced ® 
years ; and that the brain does not well bear de 
traction of blood in addition to the shock of te 
attack, 

Celsus says, ** Si omnia membra vehemet* 
resolute sunt, sanguinis detractio vel oettt! 
vel liberat,”’ and again, * Post sanguimis™* 
sionem, si non redit et motus et meus, nibil — 
spei superest.”’ = 

Hippocrates says that bleeding, except! — 
lieves, kills. Boerhaave mentions acold pits 
matic cause of apoplexy. Galen says“ Pars: 
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lyticorum parvus pulsus, languidus, tandusque 
est. Nonnullis rarus quoque, aliis creber, sed 
nonnihil inordinaté intermittens. Est enim 
parvus et tardus, quia morbusest fri gidus : lan- 
idus, quod facultas tnfirmior. Comitialium 
et attonitorum pulsus sunt similes.”? ** Quorum 
trium morborum, frigidus, crassusque: aut om- 
nino viscidus humorest causa.” 

In all cases of apoplexy or paralysis, in which 
the cause is dubious, “and such, on the first 
examination of them, the majority of them will 
probably be, it seems right to try the effect of 
correcting disorder of the digestive organs, with 
a view to alleviate nervous irritation, before we 

roceed to those severer methods, which the be- 
lief of the existence of organic or vascular dis- 
ease in the brain would induce us to institute. 
For if blood-letting and counter-irritation be 
employed, in order to diminish vascular action; 
or if mercury be used to some extent, in order 
to induce the absorption of deposited substance; 
these measures must aggravate that disorder of 
the general health, upon which, in many in- 
stances, the nervous affection depends, ’’—-.2ber- 
nethy on Local Diseases. 

In the first attack, case 1, bleeding was car- 
ried to some extent, and the recovery was very 





tedious, a diminution in the functions.-of the 
nervous system remaining for a considerable 
time. Inthe 2d and 3d attacks, in which bleed- 
ing was not resorted to, the recovery was rapid 
and complete, 

In the case of hemiplegia (case 2) the patient 
was several times in the course of her illness 
affected with symptoms indicating debility, 
which were relieved by tonics ; and 1 am much 
inclined to think, if bleeding had been practised, 
the cure would have been more tedious and less 
perfect. 

In case 5, in which bleeding was several 
times resorted to, the paralysis had become per- 
manent, and fheidentty the general powers of 
the body have declined, The excitement caused 
by the heavy loss the patient sustained in the 
death of her husband, has produced amendment 
in her condition. 

In case 4,-n a young subject, bleeding 
was followed by coma, but whether as a con- 
Sequence or not I cannot pretend to determine, 
as I did not see the state of the patient before 
he was bled, Imerely record the fact. In 
case 3, the boy had recovered from the symp- 
toms of disordered brain before he was bled, al- 
though probablyaccording to the general opinion 

€ was in circumstances especially demanding 
abstraction of blood. 

_ 4. The effort of vomiting is nol so injurious 
in these diseases as is generally supposed, The 


_Second and third attacks in case 1, were very 


rors by it, and no prejudicial effect 
_ 5 Coumter-irritation, external and internal, 
wa valuable means of affording relief to the 
mptoms immediately succeeding the attack. 
y tnternal counter-irritation, 1 mean irritation 


produced through the medium of the stomach 
and bowels, by emetics, purgatives, or nau- 
seating medicines, 1 well remember, during 
my apprenticeship, being sent to visit a poor 
woman in Norwich, who had been taken in a 
fit. 1 found her apoplectic; and owing toa 
suspicion of her symptoms having been occa- 
sioned by taking Coles. (which, however, 
was afterwards proved to have been unfound- 
ed,) a fellow pupil and myself proceeded to 
empty her stomach by means of the stomach- 
pump. The stimulus caused by the introduc- 
tion of the tube, and injection of water into the 
stomach, roused her from her state of insensi- 
bility, and she quickly recovered. As a proof 
of.thaoccasional good effects of external coun- 
ter-irritation, in addition to what appears from 
the cases above recorded, I shall briefly refer 
to a circumstance which occurred at the Nor- 
folk and Norwich hospital, during my residence 
in that institution. A man who had been the 
subject of general dropsy, and in a very weak 
condition, became insensible, and had all the 
symptoms of serous apoplexy. No bleeding 
could be practised on account of the debility 
present ; neither, to the best of my recollection, 
could he be made to swallow any thing, The 
physician under whose care he was placed or- 
dered blisters to be applied in succession, I 
might say, almost all over the body. On the 
back of the neck, on both arms, both thighs 
and legs, soles of the feet, and I think on the 
top of the head. In two or three days the pa- 
tient regained his senses, and recovered from 
his apoplexy. 

A question of great importance remains to 
be discussed, namely, whether there are symp- 
toms generally present in cases of apoplexy 
and paralysis, which, by strict observation, 
may enable us to distinguish clearly between 
those which require bleeding, and those which 
would be better treated without it. I frankly 
confess my inability to answer it satisfactorily, 
and find that others have also failed in doing 
so. If I may be allowed to give an opinion, 
I should say that bleeding is unnecessary or 
prejudicial where the patient is sixty, years of 
age or upwards; where the pulse is feeble, 
very frequent, intermitting, slow, or large, 
and inclined to double beat, (1 have always 
found a pulse with double beat indicative of 
a state of system best relieved by diffusible 
stimuli,) where the respiration is laboured and 
accompanied with cold perspiration; where 
there is great mobility of the nervous system 
with weak muscles, whether the body be thin 
or corpulent; when the attack comes on soon 
after a full meal, or after great bodily or men- 
tal fatigue. | 

A quick, wiry, resisting pulse, flushed coun- 
tenance, warm perspiration, noisy breathing, 
and a tendency to spasmodic muscular con- 
traction, occurring in persons of an earlier age, 





seem to point out a necessity for resorting to 
abstraction of blood; but I believe there will 
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be less danger in not bleeding in any case, 
than in always having recourse to it, where 
there are some circumstances indicative of the 
propriety of its employment. 

I am fully aware that the observations that 
I have offered upon this most interesting sub- 
ject are very imperfect, and, from my limited 
experience, cannot be conclusive either as re- 
gards the nature or the treatment of the diseases 
under consideration, My own mind, however, 
is strongly impressed with the truth of the in- 
ferences I have drawn, in opposition to the 
more prevailing opinions of the day. If they 
be correct, I shall be glad to find them confirmed 
by those who, from more extended experience, 
can form a better judgment; and if erroneous, 
I trust i may, from the same source, receive 
such instruction as may enable me to treat in 
the most effectual and best manner, those cases 
that may in future be submitted to my charge. 

Lon, Med, Gaz. 





Therapeutic Effects of Platinum.—The 48th 
number of the French Medical Gazette con- 
tains a long paper by Dr, Ferdinand Hoefer, on 
the therapeutic properties of platinum, Having 
made several preliminary experiments on ani- 
mals, the Doctor commenced by taking the 

erchloride of platinum himself, and found that 
it was easily supported, in doses of one or two 
ins. On taking three grains, he experienced 
considerable headach, sensation of heat, and 
weight about the epigastric region, constriction 
of the throat, and inclination to vomit; but 
these symptoms, however, disappeared in half 
an hour. The perchloride of platinum was 
now administered to several patients affected 
with gonorrhea and syphilis. The following 
cases illustrate the action of the remedy, 


F. R., 46 years of age, had been frequently 
treated for syphilis, with mercury and sudori- 
fics, which effected an apparent cure, but the 
symptoms soon returned, and the patient com- 
plained of sore throat; on examining which se- 
veral syphilitic ulcers were detected on the 
back of the soft palate and neighbouring parts. 
He was ordered the perchloride of platinum, 

four grains during the day.) On the twelfth 

ay the uleers were much improved in appear- 
ance, and on the twenty-third he was completely 
cured, 


M. L., 27 years of age, had frequently con- 
tracted syphilis, of which he had been apparent- 
ly cured by mercury; but about two months 
after the last course, he experienced consider- 
able pain in the bones at night, and a syphi- 
litic eruption broke out on the upper part of the 
right thigh. Dupuytren’s pills and Barége 
baths were employed, without avail. He was 
now ordered to take the following. Perchloride 
of platinum, ten grains; extract of guaiacum, 
eighty grains; powdered liquorice, enough to 
make twenty pills. Of these four were given 








during the day ; and the patient was quite wel 
in a fortnight. 

F. J., 30 years of age, had the face, limbs, 
and chest covered with a syphilitic eruption, 
Sulphureous baths, mercury, iodine, &c., wer 
tried, without success. He took a mixture, 
containing five | ewe of the perchloride of pla. 
tinum in the day, and washed the eruptioy 
with a lotion, composed of one scruple of the 
same remedy to twenty-five of water, A cur 
was obtained on the fifteenth day. 

The following are the conclusions at which 
Dr. Hoefer has arrived, from his exper 
ments. 

1. The perchloride of platinum is poisonous, 
at the dose of twenty grains; the bichloride of 
platinum and iodine, at the dose of forty grains; 
but they are less poisonous than chloride of 
gold or corrosive sublimate. 

2. A concentrated solution of the perchloride, 
when applied to the skin, produces smart iteh- 
ing, followed by a slight cutaneous eruption of 
the part. 


3. The bichloride of platinum and iodine 
does not produce any local irritation of the 
skin. The perchloride is an excellent remedy 
in the treatment of inveterate secondary syphi- 
lis; the bichloride is more applicable to recent 
cases and to rheumatism. 


4, Platinum then must be ranked in the class 
of alterants, by the side of gold, mercury, ic- 
dine, and arsenic. It does not produce any of 
the dangerous effects which have been attribu- 
ted to mercury, and differs from it in its mode 
of action.—London Provincial Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal, 


ee a 


Toduret of Tron, —When a solution of the io- 
duret of iron comes in contact with atmospheric 
air, a portion of the iron is oxydized, and a 
corresponding quantity of the iodine is precip 
tated. Water saturated with sugar possesses 
the property of preventing the oxydization o! 
the iron; hence the remedy should always be 
employed in the following manner, Take of 
simple syrup, 200 scruples; liquid ioduret ol 
iron, one scruple; mix. ‘A teaspoonful of this 
mixture contains a grain of the dry ioduret— 
Ibid., from Journal de Chimie. 





Novel Lawsuit.—A most singular canse § 
about to be tried before one of the Freneh law 
courts. When the celebrated Pinel died ™ 
1826, his pupils MM, Esquirol, Alibert Reca- 
mier, Rostan, &c., thought it right to examine 
his body, and M. Esquirol prepared the detune! 
professor’s skull with the greatest care, and 
preserved it as a souvenir of his master. Buton 
the death of M. Esquirol, M, Scipio Pine 
comes forward, and is about to institute a la 
suit for the recovery of his father’s skull, 
serting that he is legally entitled to it. 






























































